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Foreword

The Special Programme in Science (or SPS) was established in 1996 as the Faculty
of Sc i e npecemiérs academic programme to nurture aspirant scientists toward the
growing R&D demands of the 21st-century knowledge-based economy. The
programme was modelled after the interdisciplinary Science One programme at the
University of British Columbia. In the course of completing the programme
requirements, SPS students are introduced to broad areas of contemporary scientific
research through an interdisciplinary approach; this has been a key cornerstone and
hallmark of SPS over the years. Today, SPS has produced many successful
graduates who have progressed to Science-based and Science-oriented careers,
here in Singapore as well as at many renowned universities and institutions around
the world. This year marks the 20t anniversary of SPS and it will be commemorated
with a SPS20 Dinner, where all SPSians, past and present, can gather.

National University
of Singapore

2016 marks the 20™ Anniversary 6fthe Facul’ty of Science’s Special Programme in'Science (SPS).
To commemorate this special occasion, an Anniversary Dinner will be held on Friday 28 October 201 6 with
NUSPresident Professor Tan Chorh Chuan as Guest- of-Honour

g. . lhe event is open to,aII SPS alumni. S 4
Come back and re-ignite the passion of your SPS days!

For more information, please contact Andreas “Andrew” Dewanto (SPS 2001)
~ atTel:65152817 / Email : andreas.dewanto@sps.nus.edu.sg - B NUS Faculty of

Science

The SP30 AnniversaryDinnerwill seea massivegathering of all SPSiangoin SPSwow to be
part of our celebrations!




New Appointments In

To start off the year (2016), SPS welcomed two new members of staff, Professor
Liou Yih Cherng and Dr Robert Lieu Zi Zhao who took over as the new director of
SPS and lecturer for i T hCee Imodule respectively. We also welcome the new SPS
student committee for 2016. The SPS student committee is an important aspect of
SPS as they are involved in the planning and execution of the many social events
that SPS holds every year.
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SPS Committee 2016 (From left: Top row: Lim Jun Ming (Billy), Park Kun Hed{lian Jin
(Max),LiewHaiXiang, Garrick Lim, Gabriehnm Bottom row:EmmyTay, Glady&oi,
Mavis Kang, Ann WeBjivyaPooranj SharornChoo
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Annual Chinese New Year Steamboat
5 February 2016

SPS ushered in the year of the monkey with our annual SPS steamboat where we
gathered to eat and be merry in preparation for the hectic semester ahead. The food
was enjoyable but the company of fellow SPSians was even better. Question: how
many scientists does it take to fix a steamboat? More than fiveé

!

SPSians enjoying their
steamboat dinner while
catchingup with one another




Discovering Science Presentation
20 February 2016

ADi sco8er e msadasearch-oriented module spanning over two semesters

of the freshman year for SPS students. SPS students are encouraged to work

together and research on a subject that interest them. It aims to improve st udent s 0
computational, modelling and communication skills, as an integral part of the
integrated science curriculum. A group completion of a literature review based on

their selected topic is involved among other deliverables such as simple
programming tasks.

After several sleepless nights, SPS rounded off the first half of the semester with the
mid-semester presentation by our freshmen batch. This session allows the first-year
students to get feedback on their project from other members of the SPS community.
Despite the low weightage of the assessment, the effort put in by the freshmen batch
was inspiring with many groups presenting with skills far beyond expectations.
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ProfLiougivingthe debriefafter the endof all the presentationswith the SPS$eniorsand
alumnussitting just outsidethe seminarroom.
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" Day (Pie Day)

14 March 2016

", commonly approximated as 3.14159, is the symbol used to represent the ratio of
ac i r circaerdesence to its diameter. = not only appears in mathematics, it is also
commonly used in physics, to describe waves and in biology, with regards to the
spiral of the DNA double helix.

Just as how moon cakes are eaten in celebration of mid-autumn festival, SPS
celebrated = day by consuming a certain baked pastry. Delicious apple pies and
muffins were baked by our resident chef Divya, who certainly helped set the mood
for the round-celebrating festival.

The beautifully decoratedcupcakesand yummy apple pies bakedto celebratethe
symbolicday.
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